Woman OK 
after crash 


e 
in canyon 
3-26-87 

The 76-year-old coordinator of 
the Out Reach program for senior 
citizens in Utah, Summit and Was- 
atch counties was listed in serious 
condition this morning in the coro- 
nary care unit at the Utah Valley 
Regional Medical Center after a 
spectacular one-car crash in Pro- 
vo Canyon Wednesday. 


Margaret Badger, Lindon, was 
traveling westbound on U.S. high- 
way 189 when the car she was 
driving left the road below Frazier 
Park and crashed into a power 
pole at a point some 12 feet off the 
ground (right). 


According to a hospital spokes- 
man, Badger was coherent early 
today and planned on moving to 
her own room by the afternoon. 


Milton Fletcher of Community 
Action in Provo, Badger’s boss, 
said he was relieved the injuries 
were not more serious. “It’s mi- 
raculous,” he said. 


The Out Reach program serv- 
ices the health and mental welfare 
needs of homebound senior citi- 
zens. 


aims to 
save lives 


By PATRICK CHRISTIAN 
Herald Staff Writer 

Utah County Sheriff Lt. Gary 
Clayton said his department is 
“very good at recovering bodies 
from local mountains.” 

But he said he hopes his agency 
will get just as good at prevent- 
ing mountain accidents. 

“It's time to stop being reac- 
tive and to start to be proactive,” 
Clayton said Monday. 
Claytonftold the Uinta Natural 
Resource Association at a Mon- 
day lunchén that a video or film 
is being produced teaching safe 
mountain avel and the dangers 
many are aware of when they — 
go to the múntains. He said this 
is part-of Utah County-Sher- 


mountains,” Clayton said. 
He asked the organization of 
outdoors enthusiasts to support 


Acting president of the associa- 


Searchers remove the body of climber killed in an August 1985 accident. - 


program being sponsored by 
agencies of the Department of 
Agriculture. 


educate people to take care of 


iff’s Depa¥ment Mountain 
Awareness ram. 

Clayton saidhe is working with 
area school difricts and Brigham 
Young Univertty to obtain part 
of the funding fr the video. 

The video wilthen be shown to 
school children } 

“As a rule it four young people 
who have dying in our 


tion-Douglas-S:-Hansen-told-the 
nearly 50 people at the meeting 
that the association is also work- 
ing in mountain travel education. 

He said the organization is now 
working to produce a mountain 
safety brochure. 

Scott Isaacson, a Timpanogos 
National Monument ranger, 
showed a slide-sound show outlin- 


ing the Take Pride in America 


andap 

sources and to work to improve 
attitudes about them. 

It also promotes volunteerism 
in working -to improve outdoor 
resources. 

Pleasant Grove District Ranger 
Bob Eastman talked about the 
damage to area foothills caused 
by all-terrain vehicles such as 
three-wheeled motorcycles. He 


asked for ideas and help from 
Resource Association to prevent 
the continuing damage. 


hillsides and said, ‘‘when you see 
i ike this and the country 


By MARGARET 
HAMMERLAND 
Herald Staff Writer 

Potential hazards and disasters 
are catching the eye of a review 
committee determined on making 
the county safer. 

Members of an administrative 
review committee for the Utah 
County multi-hazard project ex- 
pect to develop recommendations 
in the next two or three months 
to deal with potential hazards and 
disasters in the county. 

Lt. Gary Clayton, director of 
the Utah County Office of Emer- 
gency Services, and Wes Dews- 
nup, project manager with the 
Utah Division of Comprehensive 
Emergency Management, gave a 
status report on the hazard miti- 
gation project to the Utah County 


hoto—of-rutted ___ Commission on Monday. 


The project began in March 


looks like you dropped spaghetti 
on it, it's pretty bad.” 


In other concerns, Jerri Wing- 
er, with Utah County, said the 
Forest Services Smokey the Bear 
suit is so worn it needed replac- 
ing and she asked Resources As- 
sociation for help in raising funds 
for a new suit. 


r 
-money fro y 
cials in charge of the program 
approached Orem and Provo to 
get $14,500 from each. 


Although both cities denied the 
requests at first, they later grant- 
ed them. At this point, however, 
the committee has not actually 
received funds from Provo. Those 


Hazard project is 
making life safer 


m Utah support and alternative the commis- 


funds are expected to be formally 
approved in June or July when 
ur fiscal year budget is complet- 
ed. 


“We initiated the multi-hazard 
study to determine what the prob- 
lems were, what effects they 
would have and how we would 
deal with them,” Clayton said. 


Dewsnup presented four propos- 
als to the commission having to 
do with continuing the program. 
The first included continuing the 
project and expanding it to all 
cities throughout the county. Cost 
of that proposal would be $84,500. 
Secondly, Dewsnup proposed to 
continue the project and expand 
to four other cities. That cost 
would be $57,800. Another option 
was to finish the project with a 


ci 
which would cost $31,200. 


sioners said they were in favor of 
was one that would include finish- 
ing the project and preparing 
recommendations for approval. 
Cost of that proposal would be 
$21,200. Of that money $6,700 
would come from the county, and 
$14,500 would come from Provo 
City. 


ss 


wit LN SN A 


Relatives of victims 
sue state, UDOT over 
Provo Canyon crash 

E 26 IAE 


- PROVO — Relátives of a five-member Evanston, Wyo., family 
killed in a traffic accident in Provo Canyon last year have filed a 
“multimillion-dollar lawsuit in 4th District Court against the State of 
Utah and the Utah Department of Transportation. 


The suit, which calls for a jury trial, claims the accident resulted 
from “reckless” and “negligent” acts by the state and UDOT “in 
designing, constructing, maintaining and supervising SR 189. . . .” 


The accident occurred March 10 of last year near the mouth of 
Provo Canyon. Lee Barker, his wife, LaRhea, and three of their four 
children were killed when a truck coming up the canyon lost control 
and slammed into the Barker’s car, which then flipped into the Provo 
River. 


The truck driver was not named in the suit. 


“The suit was filed by Marsha Barker Green, a daughter of Lee and 
-LaRhea Barker who was not with her family when the accident oc- 
“curred; Gary Barker, representing the estates of the deceased; W.F. 
‘and Effie Barker, parents of Lee Barker; Lhomond and Barbara 
Jones, parents of LaRhea Barker; and Lee Barker's three brothers 
‚and sisters. 


According to the lawsuit, the plaintiffs seek more than $3 million in 
damages, including $1 million for suffering and mental anguish, $1 
million for “loss of society, companionship, happiness and associa- 

“tion,” and $500,000 for “loss of assistance and services to family” of 
the deceased. 


At the time of the accident, the lawsuit claims, the state and UDOT 
had used “unfit and unsafe” materials in constructing U-189, hadn't 
properly graded the highway or banked its curbs, hadn't erected 
adequate warning signs or guardrails and hadn’t maintained “a road 
of sufficient width in view of the dangerous conditions at and in the 
vicinity of the accident.” 3 
In addition, the suit claims, the highway hadn't been built “in accor- 
dance with good engineering practice . . . to permit the safe use of 
said highway.” j 
> The suit also faults the state for allowing the highway to be used by 
“trucks and claims that the road's poor condition “was known by the 
"State of Utah and the Utah Department of Transportation” at the time 
| of the accident. 3 

According to UDOT, plans were under way before the accident to 
improve the canyon road, which has since been upgraded. Two weeks 
after the accident, then-UDOT District 6 Supervisor C.V. Anderson 
said the accident might have been avoided had improvements been 
made earlier. 

“I think the accident might not have happened. You'd have had a 
better separation of traffic going in both directions,” he was quoted as 
j saying in the March 25, 1986, edition of the Deseret News. 


Brian Tregaskis Photos 
A rescue vehicle headed for Bridal Veil Falls was involved in an accident. 


Rescuers save injured hiker from 


Bridal Veil but crash on the way 


IP? 

mrig s bers of the Utah County Search 
sand Rescue team on Wednesday saved a 21-year-old 
-hiker standed on a ledge below Bridal Veil Falls in 
Provo Canyon. Rescuers were briefly delayed when 
their emergency vehicle, en route to the scene, 
collided with another vehicle. Two sheriff's deputies 
and another citizen received minor injuries. 

The Utah County Sheriff's office received a call 


at 2:30 p.m. Wednesday that Alfred Dean Sharp, of 


Stone Mountain, 
Ga., was strand- 
‚ed about 100 feet 
east and 250 feet 
“below the tram 
house at the top 
of the mountain. 

Apparently, 
“Sharp rode the tram to the top of the mountain in 
the morning and hiked over to the falls. When he 
began to work his way back, he lost the trail and 
“became disoriented. At that point he sprained his 
‘ankle and stopped going any further, said Sheriff 
Dave Bateman. 

- “If he would have kept going, it would have been 
„more difficult to get him off the mountain,” Bate- 
man said. 

- Upon arrival, rescue team members rode the 
atram to the top and worked their way down through 
ithe ledges to Sharp. They administered first-aid to 
¡the victim and then he was lifted vertically back to 
‘the trail system. Sharp was off the mountain by 4:45 
.p.m., Bateman said. 

Prior to the rescue, the emergency vehicle 
-collided with another vehicle at an Orem intersec- 
“tion. 

Deputies Jay Colledge and Dave Lempf were 


Police beat 


“proceeding east on 800 North with both sirens and 
“red lights flashing. According to an Orem police 


spokesman, the emergency vehicle slowed slightly as 
-it approached the intersection at 800 East, but it was 
the driver’s perception that traffic had stopped, the 
spokesman said. The vehicle collided with a south- 
bound Camaro. 
` The driver of the Camaro was not identified by 
“the spokesman. 

The spokesman said officers are still investigat- 


' ing the accident. Both vehicles were apparently 


Rescue crews were able to get to the scene, 


totaled. 

FATALITY — A 27-year-old Provo man was 
killed when the motorcycle he was riding collided 
with a pickup truck at 800 N. University, Provo, 
Wednesday night. 

Roger K. Fuller, 27, also of Provo was driving 
east on 800 North when he attempted to make a left- 
hand turn onto northbound University Avenue. He 
collided with a motorcycle driven by Edward T. 
Duplessis which was traveling west on 800 North. 

Duplessis was taken to Utah Valley Regional 
Medical Center where he was pronounced dead. 

The death was the fifth fatal in Provo this year, 
the second for a motorcyclist. 


